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\ r or myd tuo hondred ffypes & an alf at Temfe mouj? 
hii come. 

And Londone, and Kanterbury, and ojer tounes nome, 
And fo vorj? in to SoJ?ereye, & flowe & barnde vafte, 
fere p e kyng and ys fone hem mette atte lade, 
fere was batayle ftrong ynou yfmyte in an f rowe. 
f e godes kyn jtes leye adoun as gras, wan medep mowe, 
Heueden, (fat were of yfmyte,) & ofer lymes alio, 
rlete in blode al fram fe grounde, ar fe batayle were ydo. 
Wanne fat blod dod al abrod, vas fer gret wo y nou, 
Nys yt reufe vorto hure, fat me fo vole flou ? 

Ac our fuete Louerd atte lade ffewede ys fuete grace, 
And fende fe Cridyne Englyffe men fe maydrye in fe 
place. 

And fe hefene men of Denemarch bynefe were echon. 
Nou nas fer jut in Denemarch Cridendom non •, 
fe kyng her after to holy chyrcheys hertefe more drou, 
And tefejede wel & al ys lond, as hii ajte, wel y nou. 
Seyn Swythyn at Wynchedre byffop fo was, 

And Alcdon at Syrebourne, fat amendede muche 
fys cas. 

f e kyng was wel fe betere man f oru her beyre red, 

1 uenty wynter he was kyng, ar he were ded. 

At Wynchedre he was ybured, as he jut lyf fere. 

Hys tueye Tones he jef ys lond, as he byjet ham ere. 
Adelbold, the eldore, fe kynedom of Edfex, 

And fuffe Adelbryjt, Kent and Wedfex. 

Eyjte hondred jer yt was and feuene and fyfty al fo, 
Alter fat God anerf e com, fat fys dede was ydo. 

Bofe hii wude by her tyme wel her kynedom. 

At fe vyfte jer Adelbold out of fys lyue nome. 

At Sfyrebourne he was ybured, & ys brofer Adelbryjt 
His kynedom adde after hym, as lawe was and ryjt. 

By ys daye fe verde com of fe hefene men wel prout, 
And Hamteffyre and dedrude Wynchedre al out. 

And fat lond folc of Hamteffyre her red fo nome 
And of Barcftyre, and fojee and fe flrewen ouercome. 
Adelbryjt was kyng of Kent jeres folle tene. 

And of YV edfex bote vyue, f o he deyde ych wene. 


in f e place. 


1 \ DELRED was after hym kyng y mad ii 

Eyjte hondred & feuene & fyxiy as in fe jer of grace, 
f e vorde jer of ys kynedom fe Deneys f ycke com, 

And robbede and dedrude, and cytes vafte nome. 
Maydres hii adde of her od, as yt were dukes, tueye, 
Hynguar and Hubba, fat flrewen were biye. 

In Ell Angle hii byleuede, to red hem as yt were, 

Myd her od al f e wynter, of f e vord jere. 
f e ofer jer hii dude hem vorf , & ouer Homber come, 
And dowe to grounde & barnde, & Euerwyk nome. 
fer was batayle drong y nou, vor yflawe was fere 
Olryckyng of Homberlond,& monye fat with hym were, 
fo Homberlond was fus yffend, hii wende & tounes 
nome. 

So fat atte lade to Edangle ajen hym come, 
fer hii barnde & robbede, & fat folc to grounde dowe, 
And, as wolues among ffep, reulych hem to drowe. 
Seynt Edmond was f o her kyng, & f o he fey fat deluol 
cas 

fat me morf rede fo fat folc, & non amendement nas. 
He ches leuere to deye hymfulf, fat fuch forwe to yfey. 
He dude hym vorf among ys fon, nolde he nof yg He. 
Elii nome hym & lcourged hym, & fubbe naked hym 
bounde 

To a tre, & to hym dote, & made hym mony a wounde, 
fat fe arewe were on hym fo fycce, fat no dede nas 
byleuede. 

Atte lade hii martred hym, & fmyte of ys heued. 
fe iyxte jer oi f e crounement of Aldered fe kyng 
A nywe od com into fys lond, gret foru alle fyng, 
And anon to Redynge robbede and dowe. 
fe king and Alfred ys brofer nome men ynowe, 

Mette hem, and a batayle fmyte vp Affefdoune. 
fer was mony moder chyld, fat fone lay fer doune. 
f e batayle ylade vorte nyjt, and fer were adawe 
Vyf dukes of Denemarch, ar hii wolde wyf drawe. 
And mony foufend of ofer men, & fo gonne hii 
to de ; 

Ac hii adde alle ybe aftend, jyf fe nyjt nadde y be. 

Tueye batayles her after in fe fulf jere 

Hii fmyte, and at bofe fe hefene maydres were. 


fe kyng iUdered fone fo fen weyof def nome, 

As yt vel, fe vyfty jer ot ys kynedom. 

At Wymbourne he was ybured, as God jef fat cas, 
fe gode Allred, ys brofer, after hym kyng was. 

ALFRED, fys noble man, as in fe jer of grace 
he nom 

Eyjte hondred & fyxty & tuelue fe kynedom. 

Ard he adde at Rome ybe, &, vor ys grete wyfdom, 
fe pope Leon hym bledfede, fo he f uder com, 

And fe kynge’s croune of hys lond, fat in fys lond 
jut ys: 

And he led hym to be kyng, ar he kyng were ywys. 

An he was kyng oi Engelond, of alle fat fer come, 
fat vord fus ylad was of fe pope of Rome, 

An fuffe ofer after hym ol fe erchebylfopes echon. 

So fat hyuor hym pore kyng nas fer non. 

In fe Souf fyde of Temefe nyne batayies he nome 
Ajen fe Deneys fe vord jer of ys kynedom. 

Nye jer he was fus in fys lond in batayle & in wo, 

An oite lyf e aboue was, and bynefe oitor mo ; 

So longe, fat hym nere by leuede bote fre ffyren in ys 
hond, 

Hamtedyre, andWyltefiyre, and Somerfete, ofal ys lond. 
A day as he wery was, and afuoddrynge hym nome 
And ys men were ywend auyflef, Seyn Cutbert to hym 
com! 

Tch am, 55 he feyde, <c Cutbert, to f e ycham ywend 
To brynge fe gode tytynges. Fram God ycham yfend. 
Vor fat folc oi fys lond to fynne her wylle al jeue. 
And jut nolle herto her fynnes byleue 
foru me & ofer halewen, fat in fys lond were ybore ; 
fan vor jou byddef God, wanne we bef hym byuore. 
Hour Louerd myd ys eyen of milce on fe lokej? 
feruore, 

And fy poer fe wole jyue ajen, fat fou ad ney 
verlore. 

And fat fou fer of fof yfe, fou Halt abbe tokynynge. 
Vor fym men, fat bef ago to day auydfynge, 

In lepes & in coufles fo muche vyfs hii ilolde hym 
brynge, 

fat ech man wondry dal of fo gret cacchynge. 

And f e mor vor fe harde vorde, fat fe water yfrore 
hys, 

fat f e more ajen f e kunde of vylTynge yt ys. 

Of ferue yt wel ajen God, and ylef me ys medager, 
And fou dfall fy wylle abyde, as ycham ytold her.” 
As fys kyng herof awoc, and of fys fyjte f ojtc, 

Hys vydfares come to hym, & fo gret won of fyfs hym 
brojte, 

fat wonder yt was, & namelyche vor fe weder was fo 
colde. 

fo lyuede f e god man wel, fat Seyn Cutbert adde ytold. 
In Deuenydfyre fer alter aryuede of Deneys 
fre and tuenty dypuol men, all ajen fe peys, 
fe kynge’s brofer of Denemarch due of olt was. 

Oure kynge’s men of Engelond mette hem by cas. 

And fmyte fer an batay e, and her gret due flowe, 

And eyjte hondred & fourty men, & her caronyes to 
drowe. 

f o kyng Alfred hurde fys, ys herte gladede fo, 
fat lond folc to hym come fo fycke fo yt myjte go, 

Ot Somerfete, oi Wyltedyre, of Hamtedyre ferto, 
Euere as he wende, and of ys owe folc al fo. 

So fat he adde poer ynou, and atte lafbe hii come, 

And a batayle at Edendone ajen fe Deneys nome, 

And dowe to grounde, & wonne fe mayftre of the velde. 
fe kyng & ys grete duke bygonne hem to jelde 
To fe kyng Alfred to ys wylle, and oilages toke, 

A orto wende out ot ys lond, jyf he yt wolde loke; 

And jut ferto, vor ys lone, to auonge Criliendom. 
Kyng Gurmund, fe hexte kyng, vord: fer to come. 
K)ng Allred ys godtader was. & ybaptyfed ek fer were 
fretty of her hexte dukes, and muche of fat folc fere 
Kyng Alfred hem huld wyf hym tueli dawes as he 
hende, 

A^nci fuffe he jet hem large jyftes, and let hym wende. 
Hii, fat nolde Criftyn be, oi landeflowe fo. 

And byjonde lee in Fi ance dude wel muche wo. 
jut fe lirewen come ajen, and muche wo here wrojte. 
Ac f e kyng Alfred atte lafte to flame hem euere brojte; 

2 Kyng 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Kyng Alfred was fe wyM kyn 5 , fat long was byuore. 
Vo Fbev me fcage fe lawes bef in worre tyme vorlore, 
Na foiiisV- vo/fey he in worre were, 

LawJs he made ryjtuollore and ftrengore ban er were. 
Clerc he was god ynou, and jut, as me tt > f > 

He was more fan ten jer old, ar he coufe ys abece. 

Ac vs gode moder ofte fmale jyftes hym ok, 

Vor to byleue ofer pie, and loky on ys boke. 

So bat by por clergye ys ryjt lawes he wonde, 
fat neuere er nere y mad, to gouerny ys on • 

And vor fe worre was fo muche of f e Juf er Deneys, 
be men of fys fu'uc lond viere of fe worfe peys. 

And robbede and flowe ofere, feruor he byuonde, 
bat ber were hondredes in eche contreye ot ys lond 
And in ech toune of fe hondred a tefynge were alio, 
And bat ech man wyfoute gret lond in tefynge were ydo. 
And bat ech man knewe ofer fat in tefynge were, 

And wude fomdel of her flat, jyf me f u vp hem bere. 
So ftreyt he was, fat fey me ledde amydde weyes heye 
Seluer, fat non man ne dorfte yt nyme, fey he yt leye. 
Abbeys he rerde mony on, and mony dudes ywys. 
AcWynchedryehe rerdeon, fat nywe itiunftre ycluped yS. 
I-lys lyf eyjte and tuenty jer in ys kynedom ylade. 
Alter ys def he was ybured at Wynchedre atte lade. 

Sir John Mandeville wrote, as he himfclf informs us, in 
rhe fourteenth century, and his work, which comprifing 
a relation of many different particulars, confequently 
required the ufe oi many words and phrafes, may be 
properly fpecified in this place. Of the following quo- 
tations, I have chofen the firft, becaufe it fliows, in 
feme meafure, the ftate of European fcience as well as 
of the Englifh tongue ; and the lecond, becaufe it is 
valuable lor the force of thought and beauty oi ex- 
preffion. 

I N that lond, ne in many others bezonde that, no 
man may fee the derre tranfmontane, that is ciept 
the derre of the fee, that is unmevable, and that K to- 
ward the Northe, that we clepen the lode derre. But 
men feen another derre, the contrarie to him, that is 
toward the Southe, that is ciept Antartyk. And right 
as the fchip men taken here avys here, and governe hem 
be the lode derre, right fo don fchip men bezonde the 
parties, be the derre of the Southe, the which derre 
apperethe not to us. And this derre, that is toward 
the Northe, that wee ciepen the lode derre, ne ap- 
perethe not to hem. For whiche caufe, men may wel 
perceyve, that the lond and the fee ben of rowndefehapp 
and forme. For the partie of the firmament fchewethe 
in o contree, that fchewethe not in another contree. 
And men may well preven be experience and fotyle 
compaffement of wytt, that zif a man fond paflages be 
fchippes, that wolde go to ferchen the world, men 
myghte go be fchippe alle aboute the world, and aboven 
and benethen. The whiche thing I prove thus, aftre 
that I have feyn. For I have been toward the parties 
oi Braban, and beholden the Adrolabre, that the derre 
that is ciept the transmontayne, is 53 degrees hio-he. 
And more forthere in Almayne and Bewme, it hathe 
58 degrees. And more forthe toward the parties iep- 
temtrioneles, it is 62 degrees of heghte, and certyn 
mynutes. For I my felf have mefured it by the Adro- 
labre. Now fchulle ze knowe, that azen the Tranf- 
montayne, is the tother derre, that is ciept Antartyke ; 
as I have feyd before. And tho 2 derres ne meeven 
nevere. And be hem turnethe alle the firmament, rio-hte 
as dothe a wheel, that turnethe be his axille treet fo 
that tho derres beren the firmament in 2 egalle parties *, 
fo that it hathe als mochel aboven, as it hathe benethen! 
Attie this, I have gon toward the parties meridionales, 
that is toward the Southe : and I have founden, that in 
Lybye, men feen fird the derre Antartyk. And fo fer 
I have gon more in tho contrees, that I have founde that 
derre more highe ; fo that toward the highe Lybye, it 
is 18 degrees oi heghte, and certeyn minutes (of ’the 
whiche, 60 minutes maken a degree) aftre goynge be 
fee and be londe, toward this contree, of that I have 
lpoke, and to other yles and londes bezonde that con- 
tree I nave founden the derre Antartyk of 23 decrees 
of heghte, and mo mynutes. And zif I hadde°had 


cbm pan ye and fchippynge, for to go ^orebezonde,I 
trowe wel in certyn, that wee fc ho de have feen -He the 
roundneffe of the firmament alle aboure. For as 1 have 
feyd zou be fora, the half ol the firmament is betwene 
tho 2 derres : the whiche Tialiondclle I have ieyn. And 
of the tother halfbndelle, I have feyn toward the Northe, 
undre the Tranfmontane 6 2 degrees and 10 mynutes; 
and toward the partie meridionals, I have feen undre the 
Antartyk 33 degrees and 16 mynutes: and thanne the 
halfondelle of the firmament in alle, ne holdethe not 
but 180 degrees. And of tho 180, I have feen 62 on 
that o part,° and 33 on that other part, that ben 95 de- 
crees, and nyghe the halfondelle of a degree ; and fo 
There ne faylethe but that I have feen alle the firmament, 
iaf 84 degrees and the halfondelle oi a degree ; and 
that is not the fourthe part of the firmament. For the 
4 partie of the roundneffe of the firmament holt 90 de- 
crees : fo there faylethe but 5 degrees and an hall, of 
The fourthe partie. And alfo I have feen the 3 parties 
of alle the roundneffe of the firmament, and more zit 
r degrees and an half. Be the whiche I feye zou cer- 
teynfy, that men may envirowne alle the erthe of alle the 
world, as wel undre as aboven, and turnen azen to his 
contree, that hadde companye and fchippynge and con- 
duyt: and alle weyes he fcholde fynde men, londes, and 
yles, als wel as in this contree. For zee wyten welle, 
that thei that ben toward the Antartyk, thei ben ftreghte, 
feet azen feet of hem, that dwellen undre the tranf- 
montane •, als v\ el as wee and thei that dwellyn under us, 
ben feet azenft feet. For alle the parties of fee and of 
lond han here appofitees, habit-bles or trepaflables, and 
thei of this halt and bezond half. And wytetne wel, 
that aftre that, that I may parceyve and comprehende, 
the londes of Preffre John, emperour of Yncle ben 
undre us. For in goynge from Scotlond or from Eng- 
lond toward jerufalem, men gon upward alweys. For 
oure lond is in the lowe partie of the erthe, toward the 
\\ eft : and the lond oi Preftre John is the lowe partie 
of the erthe, tow r ard the Eft : and thei han there the 
day, whan wee have the nvghte, and alfo highe to the 
contrarie, thei han the nyghte, whan wee han the day. 
For the erthe and the lee ben of round forme and fchapp, 
as I have feyd beforn. And that that men gon upward 
to o coft, men gon dounward to another coft. Alfo 
zee have herd me feye, that Jerufalem is in the myddes 
of the world •, and that may men preven and fchewen 
there, be a fpere, that is piglue in to the erthe, upon 
the hour of mydday, whan it is equenbxium, that 
fchewethe no fchadwe on no fyde. And that it fcholde 
ben in the myddes of the world, David wytnefiethe it 
in the Pfautre, where he feythe, Deus operatus eft fa- 
lute in medio terre. Thanne thei that parten fro the 
parties of the Weft, for to go toward Jerufalem, als 
many iorneyes as thei gon upward for to go thidre, in als 
many iorneyes may thei gon fro Jerufalem, unto other 
confynyes of the fuperficialtie of the erthe bezonde. 
And whan men gon bezonde tho iourneyes, towards 
A. nde and to the foreyn yles, alle is envyronynge the 
roundneffe of the erthe and oi the fee, undre oure con- 
trees on this half. And therfore hathe it befallen many 
tymes oi o thing, that I have herd cownted, whan I 
was zong ; how a worthi man departed fonietyme from 
oure contrees, for to go ferche the world. And fo he 
palled Y nde, and the yles bezonde Ynde, where ben mo 
than 5000 yles : and lo longe he wente be fee and lond 
and fo enviround the world be many feyfons, that he 
fond an yle, where he herde fpeke his owne lan^a S e 
callynge on oxen in the plowghe, fuche wordes as°m°en 
Ipeken to belles in his owne contree : whereof he hadde 
gret mervayle : for he knewe not how it myghte be. 
But I leye, that he had gon fo longe, be londe and be 
lee, that he had envy round alle the erthe, that he was 
comen azen envirounyngc, that is to feye, govnoe 
aboute, unto his owne marches, zif he wolde have 
paired forthe, til he had founden his contree and his 
oune knouleche. but he turned azen from thens, from 
whens he was come fro ; and fo he lofte moche ptynT- 
fu le labour, as him felf feyde, a gret whil e P aftre 
that he was comen horn. For it befelle aftre that 

mvl v te ln t0 F° rWeye 5 and there tem P«ft of the fee 
k h!m ; / nd he arr f ved in an yle ; and whan he was 
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